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November 12, 2020 


We wish to register our objection to the new fee structure for Amateur Radio as 
described in the 10/15/20 FCC Proposed Rule (FCC Docket 20-116). We believe that 
the $50 fee for nearly all Amateur Radio new and upgrade applications is out of line with 
the purpose of the Amateur Radio Service and will be particularly burdensome to new 
Amateur Radio applicants. 


In our section of Northern California, Radio Amateurs provide an emergency 
communications backbone capability at no taxpayer cost. We know that a serious 
earthquake here will completely wipe out internet, cellular, and other means of 
communication. Radio Amateurs practice our skills to fill that void on a flexible basis 
when needed. Unlike operators in other FCC licensed services, Amateur Radio Service 
operators by law must not use their license for any pecuniary interest. They may not 
earn or charge any money for any of their communications or emergency preparedness 
activity. The expenses for their equipment, training, and other activities come out of their 
own pockets. 


The United States is experiencing a severe shortage of scientists and engineers - hence 
the US Government and many states and companies have focused on encouraging 
STEM education. Amateur radio is helping to meet the STEM deficit, but much more is 
needed and youngsters (High School and College-aged) are least able to afford large 
licensing fees. Given that new Amateur applicants must pass a knowledge test before 
they can receive a license, we just cannot support the fairness of a $50 application fee 
before they have even proven they are qualified to receive a license. At a minimum, 
non-ham applicants or young people (say, below the age of 26) should be exempt from 
the proposed license fees. In addition, applicants that fail a license exam should not be 
charged the new $50 fee. 


Amateur radio is self-regulating, so we believe that the $50 application fee is excessive 
(compared to other radio services with similar scope). Amateur examinations are written 
and administered by radio amateur volunteers at no cost to the FCC. Examination 
results and paperwork are most often submitted electronically to the FCC, with minimal 
cost to the FCC. In fact, electronic submission could be required if there would be a cost 
savings to the Commission. 


In summary, the Amateur Radio Service is not for making profit - it helps support the 
nation’s investment in STEM skills and provides the backbone for local emergency 
responses. Amateurs self-fund their work in support of government emergency 
management activities, as well as covering almost all the administration and application 
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costs for new amateur applications. Hence we believe that either fees for new 
applicants (those without an active license) should be waived, or alternatively young 
people (say, below the age of 26) should be exempt from the proposed license fees. 
These accommodations to the proposed fee structure will enable the Commission to 
meet its Congressional mandate while still supporting the vitality and growth of the 
amateur community in its support of creating new STEM skills and serving our 
community during emergencies. 


Thank you for your consideration. 
Peter Melhus, AA6PM 


Vice President 
Saratoga Amateur Radio Association 
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